
You know how all the old folks say everything was better way back in the day? We’ll see about that! 
  
Answer these questions in your notes after reading the text passages! And, BTW, The U.S. Constitution created a 

general framework of government. It would be up to the first president and first Congress to fill in the details. The 

new government consisted of nothing more than 75 post offices, a large debt, a small number of unpaid clerks, and an 

army of just 46 officers and 672 soldiers. There was no federal court system, no navy, and no system for collecting 

taxes. FOR REAL! The Senate devoted three weeks to debating how the president should be addressed. One committee 

proposed "His Highness the President of the United States and Protector of the Rights of the Same." 

  

  

Topic 1: Whiskey Rebellion – move over, Daniel Shays! 
http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/biography/washington-stories/what-exactly-was-the-whiskey-rebellion/ 

1. What did the government do to make the farmers mad? 

2. Why was whiskey so important to farmers, anyway? 

3. How did George Washington deal with the rebellion? 

4. What point was made when it was all over? 

  

Topic 2: Alien & Sedition Act – and you thought aliens showed 

up in Roswell. Move over, Area 51! 
http://www.history.com/topics/alien-and-sedition-acts 

1. What do these laws make legal? 

2. What motivated Congress to make these laws? 

3. What is defined as sedition? 

4. How does sedition compare to the first amendment? 

  

Topic 3: XYZ Affair – not a Sesame Street story brought to you by 

the letters X Y, and Z! 
http://www.history.com/news/ask-history/what-was-the-xyz-affair 

1. France and the US used to be BFFs. What happened? 

2. How did they try to solve the problem? How well did it work? 

3. Where did the XYZ come from? Why did people get mad? 

4. How bad did things get between the US and France? 

  

Topic 4: 12th Amendment – and you thought politics these days 

stirs up trouble? Just ask our second president about how things 

used to be! 
https://kids.laws.com/12th-amendment 

1. How did the constitution set up president and vice president to begin with? 

2. Why do you think they did it that way? 

3. How did this arrangement work out? Be specific. 

4. How did the 12th amendment fix the problem? 
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