
Big Picture: The Cold War was born in the 
uneasy World War II all iances between the 
Soviet Union and the democratic nations. 
After the war, the struggle between 
democracy and communism led to a long war 
of ideas with occasional outbreaks of fighting.  

CHAPTER 25: THE 
COLD WAR BEGINS 



Main Idea: At the end of World War 
II, tensions between the Soviet 
Union and the United States 
deepened, leading to an era known 
as the Cold War. 

CHAPTER 25 SECTION 1: 
THE IRON CURTAIN 
FALLS ON EUROPE 



Causes of the Cold War 

•Philosophical Differences 

•Soviet Union: communist, totalitarian, 
dictatorship. 

•United States: capitalism, republic. 

Causes 



 
 

•World War II Conflicts 
•Soviets wanted British and Americans to open a 

second European front earlier in the war. 
•United States secretly developed the atomic bomb. 

 
•Postwar Conflicts 
•Soviet Union did not hold elections in Eastern 

Europe like promised at the Yalta conference 
•United States made efforts to resist Soviet 

expansion. 
 
•Effects  
•An era of high tension between the United States 

and the Soviet Union 
 



The Iron Curtain Descends 

•During World War II at the Yalta Conference 
Great Britain and America had allowed the 
Soviet Union to be in charge of holding 
elections in Eastern Europe after the war. 

 

•The Soviet Union did not uphold their promise 
but rather wanted to create security for the 
Soviet Union by establishing Communist 
regimes in those countries. 



•American and British leaders were concerned 
that the Soviet’s wanted to expand their 
power outside of Eastern Europe. 

 

•Churchill visited America and delivered a 
speech in which he said that the Soviet Union 
had created an Iron Curtain in Europe in which 
communists were separate from the rest of 
Europe. 
 



The United States Responds 

•In the late 1940s America adopted a policy 
called containment, meaning that they 
wanted to contain Communism where it 
already existed. 

 

•Included military force and economic aid to 
those countries who were resisting the 
Soviet Union. 



•President Truman urged Congress to provide 
emergency economic and military aid to Greece 
and Turkey in order to resist Soviet Pressure. 

 

•Truman believed that it must be the policy of 
the United States to support free countries who 
are resisting being controlled by outside 
pressure, became known as the Truman 
Doctrine. 

•Congress voted in favor of sending support to 
Greece and Turkey. 

 



The Marshall Plan 

•World War II had devastated many European 
countries, industries in Europe were destroyed. 

•Americans wanted to help them so that they 
would not turn to Communism as a way to 
rebuild. 

•The Marshall Plan was developed in which the 
United States gave over $13 Billion to 17 
different countries. 

•Bought food, farm equipment, rebuilt homes 
and factories. 



The Crisis in Berlin 

•After World War II the Allies had divided Berlin 
into four separate zones of occupation – 
British, French, Soviet, and American. 

 

•British, Americans, and French wanted to set 
up a democratic government in their zone. 



•Soviet’s responded by blocking all traffic into 
West Berlin, except some air strips at the edge 
of Berlin. 

 

•Western leaders began supplying Western 
Berlin through air lifts into the capital, called 
the Berlin Airlifts. 

 

•The Western nations continued their airlift 
campaign in Western Berlin for months. 

•Finally the Soviets lifted their blockade of Western 
Berlin. 

 



NATO Forms 

•The conflict with the Soviet Union made other 
European nations uncomfortable so they came 
together to form a common defense. 

•The United States and six other nations came 
together to form North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). 

•According to the Treaty an armed attack 
against one member of the treaty would be 
considered an attack against all. 

•Today there are 26 NATO members. 



Main Idea: Following the end of 
World War II, U.S. military forces – 
and the rest of the country – faced 
the challenge of returning to life 
during peacetime. 

CHAPTER 25 SECTION 2: 
HEALING THE WOUNDS 
OF WAR 



G.(Government) I.(Issued) Bill 

•Before the end of the war President Roosevelt 
signed the GI Bill in 1944 that would help 
veterans make a smooth transition into 
everyday life. 

•Bill provided money for veterans to: 

•Go to college. 

•Loans to buy a home, farm, or business. 

•Unemployment pay 

•Assistance finding a job. 



Increasing Demand 

•After the war demand increased for consumer 
goods to stock their newly bought homes. 

•Decades following WWII marked the beginning 
of the baby boom, Americans needed more 
stuff to provide for their families. 



•During the war the government prevented 
many labor strikes that would have disrupted 
the war effort. 

•After the war the labor unions are going to 
seek wage increases and the number of 
strikes will increase. 

•Taft-Hartley Act was passed which decreased 
the power of labor unions. 

Labor Unions after the War 



Racial Minorities after the War 
 
•President Truman issues Executive Order 
9981 following the war that ended 
segregation in the armed forces. 

•Hispanic Americans also worked to gain more 
access to equal benefits as their white 
counterparts. 

 



Politics in Postwar America 

•Roosevelt died suddenly and Truman had to 
take over the Presidency. 

•Had to guide America from war to peace and 
deal with criticism. 

•Inflation increased drastically, American 
people blamed Truman. 



•Republicans took the majority in the Senate, 
fought all of Truman’s programs. 

•Due to Truman’s lack of popularity most did not 
believe he would make it to another term. 

•He won the election of 1948 and put forth his 
plan for America that he called a Fair Deal. 

•Truman’s Fair Deal included many programs 
similar to those of the New Deal. 
 



Trying to Build a Better World 

•In order to prevent another large scale war 50 
nations came together to form the United 
Nations. 

•Wanted to live in peace and create a united 
front to secure their countries. 

•After its creation the UN established the 
Commission on Human Rights. 



•Together they wrote the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights that established the basic 
guidelines of human rights (basic education, 
end to slavery, right to assemble, etc.). 

•WWII raised a few concerns about financial 
relationships between countries that had 
caused the Great Depression. 

•Created the International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank to loan money to struggling 
countries and set financial policies. 

 



Main Idea: The start of the Cold 
War and events at home helped 
trigger a second Red Scare in the 
late 1940s and early 1950s. 

CHAPTER 25 SECTION 3: 
THE SECOND RED 
SCARE 



Fighting the Spread of Communism at Home 

•Since the 1930s (the previous Red Scare) the 
House of Representatives had a committee 
named the House Un-American Activities 
Committee or HUAC. 

•Purpose of HUAC was to investigate known radicals in 
the United States, it developed to focus mainly on 
Communism. 

•Most famous investigation was of the Hollywood Ten 
in the American film industry, refused to answer 
questions about their colleagues and their own beliefs, 
they were arrested in contempt. 



•If you refused to give names of possible 
communists you were put on a black list, in fear 
of being arrested many willingly provided 
names of possible communists in the industry. 

 

 

•Public fear of communism put pressure on 
American leaders to deal with communist 
threats harshly. 

•Truman investigated all federal employee’s for 
possible involvement in communist activities. 

 



•While few were found guilty, it sent the clear 
message that communism would be dealt with. 

•Smith Act made it a crime to call for the 
overthrow of the US government or 
belong to an organization that did so. 

•McCarran Act required communist 
organizations to register with the 
government and established a special 
board to investigate the organizations. 
 





Growing Fear of Communism 

•American leaders began to worry about the 
spread of Communism in Europe. 

•In 1949 American intelligence found out that 
the Soviet Union had detonated an atomic 
bomb. 

•Scared the Americans because they were our 
enemies. 

•Soviets were even more of a threat. 



•Within days of learning about the Soviet’s 
acquiring an atomic bomb the US learned that 
Communists in China had gained control of the 
country. 

•Mao Zedong the leader of the Communist party 
began taking over large amounts of Northern 
China following WWII. 

•The Nationalist government had previously 
held control of China and was friendly with 
America, we would now help support them 
against the Communist threat. 
 



Spies 

•American fear of Communism was fueled by a 
few cases of spies in the late 1940s. 

•American people were afraid of communists 
taking over the government from the inside. 

•Klaus Fuchs was accused and charged with 
providing the Soviets with key information 
they would need to build their own atomic 
bomb. 



•Americans feared that there may be others, 
several admitted to providing the Soviet’s with 
the necessary means in order to create their 
own atomic bomb. 

•Ethel and Julius Rosenberg were accused of 
providing information to the Soviet’s about the 
atomic bomb. 

•They were charged and received the death 
sentence for their crimes. 

 



Senator Joseph McCarthy 

•Senator Joseph McCarthy spoke out  
against the dangers of communism,  
in a speech in West Virginia he said  
that he had a list of 57 names of  
communists in the State Department. 

•McCarthy’s charges explained many of  
the recent events in relation to Communism  
in Asia and the development of the Atomic 
bomb. 



•McCarthy never produced the list he mentioned 
and the State Department found no evidence of 
Communists. 

•McCarthy became famous for his charges and 
so he made more charges that were not backed 
up with evidence, McCarthy’s tactic of 
spreading fear and making claims about 
Communists without evidence became known 
as McCarthyism. 

•McCarthyism started a full fledged hunt for 
Communists in the government – anyone with 
questionable political views was not safe. 

 



Main Idea: Cold War tensions finally 
erupted in a shooting war in 1950. 
The United States confronted a 
difficult challenge defending 
freedom halfway around the world.  

CHAPTER 25 SECTION 4: 
THE KOREAN WAR 



Korea before the War 

•Korea is a peninsula located 
between China and Japan. 

•Once the Allies defeated the 
Japanese in WWII Korea was 
divided into North and South 
Korea, North would be controlled 
by the Soviet Union at the 38th 
Parallel and the South would be 
controlled by the United States. 



•Presence of the Allies in Korea was meant to be 
temporary. 

•Soviet Union installed a Communist 
government in North Korea, America installed  
a democratic government in the South. 

•Both South and North Korea wanted to  
be united but they could not agree on  
the type of government to have – communist 
or democratic. 

 



The Start of the Korean War 

•In July 1950 North Korean troops crossed the 
border into South Korea hoping to unify Korea 
under communist control. 

•  Drove Soviet tanks, used Soviet guns. 

•Attack came as a surprise to the Americans 
who had just finished withdrawing troops 
from Korea. 

•US decided to go to war to protect South 
Korea. 



•South Korea was seen as a place to take a 
stand against Communist Aggression. 

•Feared that if they didn’t act it would send the 
message that the US would not intervene on 
the side of other nations. 

•America looked to the United Nations for 
support. 

 

Role of US in Korean War 



Role of UN in Korean War 
 
•The United Nations approved the use of force 
to stop the North Koreans. 

•It became clear that American troops would be 
necessary on the ground to stop the North 
Korean forces. 

•The military force that was sent to Korea was 
referred to as the UN Police Action. 

•The US never declared war. 
 



Key Battles of the Korean War 

•The North Korean forces had pushed all the 
way to the Southern tip of South Korea. 

•UN forces landed at Inchon to launch an attack 
behind North Korean lines. 

•UN forces were able to regain territory and 
push back the North Korean forces. 

 



•UN quickly reached out from Inchon to 
recapture Seoul, the South Korean capital. 

•UN had recaptured most of South Korea and 
was continuing to push back the Northern 
forces. 

•UN forces feared that if they took over too 
much of North Korea the Soviet’s or the 
Chinese would come to their aid. 

•Chinese poured into Northern Korea to push 
back the South Korean forces to the 38th 
parallel. 
 

 





Fighting Ends in Korea 

•One of the major points to discuss at peace 
talks was where the border between North 
and South Korea would be. 

•UN wanted the line past the 38th parallel, 
North Korea wanted it at the 38th parallel. 

•Negotiators could not come to an agreement, 
meanwhile there was still small scale fighting 
going on. 



•In the election of 1952 the United States had 
voted in WWII hero Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

•Eisenhower, as a part of his campaign, had 
promised to end the Korean war. 

•Once peace was established Korea ended up 
looking very similar to the way it was before 
the war. 

•Both sides suffered many losses. 
 


