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A Brief Timeline of the Holocaust 
 

1933- The Nazi party takes power in Germany. Adolf Hitler becomes chancellor, or prime 

minister of Germany. The Nazis set up the first concentration camp at Dachau. Books with ideas 

considered dangerous to Nazi beliefs are burned. 

 

1934- Hitler combines the positions of chancellor and president to become 'Fuhrer' or „leader of 

Germany‟. Jewish newspapers can no longer be sold in the streets. 

 

1935- Jews are deprived of their citizenship and other basic rights. Those going against Nazi 

ideology are persecuted. 

 

1936- Nazis boycott Jewish-owned business. The Olympic Games are held in Germany; signs 

barring Jews are removed until the event is over. Jews no longer have the right to vote. 

 

1938- German troops annex Austria. On Kristallnacht, the 'Night of Broken Glass,' Nazis 

terrorize Jews throughout Germany and Austria - 30,000 Jews are arrested. More restrictions are 

put on Jews. 

 

1939- Germany takes over Czechoslovakia and invades Poland. World War II begins as Britain 

and France declare war on Germany. Hitler orders that Jews must follow curfews and wear 

yellow stars of David. 

 

1940- Nazis begin deporting German Jews to Poland. Jews are forced into ghettos, and are later 

put into concentration camps. 

 

1941- Germany attacks the Soviet Union. Jews throughout Western Europe continue to be forced 

into ghettos and concentration camps. 

 

1942- Nazi officials introduce the 'Final Solution' - their plan to kill all European Jews, and 

increase the number of Jews they put in the concentration camps. 

 

1943- February: About 80 to 85 percent of the Jews who would die in the Holocaust have already 

been murdered. By late summer there are several armed uprisings within the ghettos and camps. 

 

1944-Hitler takes over Hungary and begins deporting 12,000 Hungarian Jews each day to 

Auschwitz where they are murdered. 

 

1945-Hitler is defeated and World War II ends in Europe. The Holocaust is over and the death 

camps are liberated. Many survivors are placed in displaced persons facilities. 

 

1946- At the Nuremburg Trials, Nazi leaders are tried for war crimes. 

 

1947- The United Nations establishes a Jewish homeland in British-controlled Palestine, which 

becomes the State of Israel in 1948. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Vocabulary List: 

 

1. Nazi- An abbreviated form of the political party: National Socialist German 

Workers‟ Party.  Founded in 1919, Adolf Hitler would eventually become the 

party leader and in 1933 would seize control of Germany. 

2. Reich- The German word for empire.  Claiming it would last 1,000 years, 

Germany under Hitler would come to be known as the Third Reich. 

3. Racial Hygiene- The Nazi belief that the German race should remain “pure” and 

“hygienic,” free from mixing with other races. 

4. The SS- An abbreviated form of the German word ShutzStaffel meaning 

Protective Squadron.  Men of the SS were regarded as the elite military wing of 

the Nazi Party. 

5. Aryan- The word Nazis used to describe a member of the perfect, German race.  

Typically understood to be blonde, blue-eyed, with Nordic features, Aryans were 

also referred to as the “Master Race.” 

6. Communists- An advocate or supporter of the Communist form of government.  

Before 1933, the Communist Party in Germany was the Nazis greatest political 

threat. 

7. Fuhrer- A German phrase meaning leader.  During his reign, Hitler was often 

referred to as “The Fuhrer.” 

8. Propaganda- The systematic dissemination of particular ideas through media such 

as newspapers, radio, or film. 

9. Boycott-A campaign to refuse to buy or sell a product.  Also used to refer to a 

refusal to participate.   

10. Anti-Semitism-The hatred of Jews or believers in Judaism.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Vocabulary in Practice 

Directions:  Use the following terms to fill in the blanks for the below paragraphs. 

Nazi  Reich  Racial Hygiene  The SS 

Aryan  Communists  Fuhrer   Propaganda 

Boycott  Anti-Semitism 

 

In 1933, Adolf Hitler and his ______________ party seized control of Germany.  

Soon after coming to power, the Nazis began to eliminate political opponents within 

Germany.  Members of the _________________ party were arrested, jailed, and even 

killed.  Getting rid of political opponents was just the beginning for the Nazis.   

Nazi ideology was characterized by __________________, or hatred of the Jews.  

Also central to the Nazi worldview, was the belief that German race, also known as the 

_____________ race, was superior to all other peoples on earth.   Directed by these 

beliefs, the Nazis began to pass laws restricting the rights of Jews and other “racially 

inferior” people in Germany.   One set of laws in particular, the 1935 Nuremberg Laws, 

prohibited Jews and Germans from marrying or having relationships.  This law was an 

example of the Nazis belief in _________________. 

 In 1936, the Summer Olympics were to be held in Berlin, Germany.  Many people 

around the world were horrified by the Nazis treatment of Jews and other peoples within 

the German ______________.   These feelings in the United States set off a 

________________ campaign aiming to block US participation in the 1936 Olympics.   

 Many members of the Nazi party knew how important the games were for 

Germany.  The games would be a chance for the Nazis to show Germany and the world 

the superiority of German culture and the German people.  In this sense, the Olympics 

were seen as far more effective than normal means of ______________ through posters, 



film, or radio addresses.  For the Nazis, hosting the Olympic Games was of the utmost 

importance. 

 The United State Olympic Committee, interested in investigating complaints 

against the Nazis, sent representatives to Germany.  On their tour, all signs of anti-

Semitism or oppression were blocked from the Americans‟ view.  When the Americans 

interviewed Jews in Germany, members of the _____________ were sometimes present 

to intimidate Jews into speaking positively of Nazi Germany.  One member even met 

with the ______________ himself, Adolf Hitler.   

 Upon returning back to the United States, the American investigators concluded 

that there was no reason to boycott the Berlin Olympics.  In August of 1936, the 

American Olympic team went to Berlin.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


