
                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                          

Honor English 2 Final Study Guide 

 

Understanding Poetry 
 

The Onset                               by Robert Frost  

 

Always the same, when on a fated night 

At last the gathered snow lets down as white  

As may be in dark woods, and with a song  

It shall not make again all winter long  

Of hissing on the yet uncovered ground,  

I almost stumble looking up and round,  

As one who overtaken by the end  

Gives up his errand, and lets death descend  

Upon him where he is, with nothing done  

To evil, no important triumph won,  

More than if life had never been begun. 

Yet all the precedent is on my side:  

I know that winter death has never tried  

The earth but it has failed: the snow may heap  

In long storms an undrifted four feet deep  

As measured against maple, birch, and oak,  

It cannot check the peeper's silver croak;  

And I shall see the snow all go downhill  

In water of a slender April rill  

That flashes tail through last year's withered brake  

And dead weeds, like a disappearing snake.  

Nothing will be left white but here a birch,  

And there a clump of houses with a church. 

 

 

 

Root Cellar By Theodore Roethke   

 

Nothing would sleep in that cellar, dank as a ditch,  

Bulbs broke out of boxes hunting for chinks in the dark, 

Shoots dangled and drooped,  

Lolling obscenely from mildewed crates,  

Hung down long yellow evil necks, like tropical snakes. 

And what a congress of stinks!-  

Roots ripe as old bait,  

Pulpy stems, rank, silo-rich,  

Leaf-mold, manure, lime, piled against slippery planks.  

Nothing would give up life: 

Even the dirt kept breathing a small breath. 
 

Discuss:  

 

Meaning of title 

Speaker 

Know all the words meaning 

Mood 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Realism  

 

"An Occurrence at Owl Creek"  

Describes the author's use of the omniscient point of view?  

 Bierce uses the omniscient point of view to                                                                                                                       

Bierce plays with time in all of the following ways except by  

 

"A Rose for Emily"  

 

To influence the development of her character, Emily's father  

The strand of gray hair discovered at the end of the story implies  

 

Literary Terms: definition and an example for each of the following 

 Alliteration  

Onomatopoeia 

Personification 

Symbolism 

Metaphor  

Vocabulary: definition and an original sentence with context clues 

 

 integrity  

plagiarism 

research 

expedient  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Short Answers: (4-5 sentences) on loose leaf paper. Please be sure to number your answer. 

1. Imagine you are a TV reporter covering the trial of Tom Robinson. File a report for 1 day at the trial. 

2. Write a review of the film To Kill a Mockingbird. Include 3 techniques a film director uses. 

3. Explain to a freshman the steps involved in an argumentative essay. 

4. Explain chronological order and why it is important in expository writing. 

 

 

 

Essay:  
 

Literature is not merely a story or poem. Literature is a valuable treasure chest of life lessons such as history, decisions and 

consequences, survival, treatment of humanity, and the importance of relationships to name a few. Select one literary piece 

studied this year and elaborate on two specific life lessons one can learn from the selection. (3 Paragraph Essay: Introduction, 

Body and Concluding Paragraph)  

 

Foreshadowing is a literary technique used by an author which gives the reader a hint of what is going to happen. Discuss three 

specific examples of foreshadowing in "A Rose for Emily" that led to the death of Homer Baron. (Three paragraph Essay -

Introduction, Body containing the examples of foreshadowing, Concluding Paragraph) 

 

Character Sketch  

Write a three paragraph essay in which you discuss three specific qualities of a character in a poem, short story or novel excerpt 

read this semester. (Paragraph 1 Introduction, Paragraphs 2, the specific trait and an example of character's behavior or words to 

validate each characteristic, Paragraph 3 Concluding Paragraph) 

 

 

 

 


